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THE MAKING OF MODERN EUROPE 
HIST 202-003 

 
Candler Library 114      Mr. Scott A. Gavorsky 
Fall 2006       122 Trimble Hall 
MWF 2:00pm-2:50pm     Phone: (404) 727-4027 
Office Hours:  W, 12:00pm-1:30pm    sgavors@learnlink.emory.edu 

Th, 3:00pm-5:00pm 
 

 This course is an introduction to European history from the mid-seventeenth to the late 
twentieth century.  This period was incredibly vibrant, with many of the conflicts of these 
centuries continuing to resonate within contemporary European societies and, in some cases, far 
beyond.  We will be examining some of the major themes and events of European political, 
economic, and social life over this period.  

A major focus of this course will be the development of mass societies.  Economic 
changes disrupted traditional lifestyles and forced large numbers of people into cities ill-prepared 
for them.  Government officials in new bureaucracies became an increasingly common feature of 
everyday life, giving rise to debates of the rights of individuals in society.  New means of 
communication—from letter-writing to newspapers to advertising—and spreading literacy 
opened new lands and new ideas to increasingly inquisitive populations.  Forms of associational 
life from corporations to political movements to special interest societies utilized all these 
changes in promoting their goals to ever-larger groups of people—often with violent outcomes.  
As you study the readings, ask yourself both in what ways the ideas expressed by the authors are 
influenced by the development of mass societies and how various groups in society might 
interpret and act upon the ideas expressed. 
 The three main goals of this course are: 

1. To introduce you to the major events and chronological sequence of modern European 
history. 

2. To introduce you to the major issues and themes of this history, and the debates over 
them as seen through the eyes of the participants themselves and by historians seeking to 
understand the past.  To this end, you will be reading a large number of primary and 
secondary works. 

3. To introduce you to the basic techniques of the historical profession, especially those 
needed for analyzing both primary and secondary material.  Some of these techniques 
will be useful to you in whatever major you are pursuing at Emory. 

  
READINGS 
All books are available at the Emory Bookstore. 
TEXTS: Kagan, Ozment and Turner, The Western Heritage, Volume II: Since 1648, 9th ed. 
  Molière, The Bourgeois Gentleman 

Marx, Karl and Friedrich Engels.  The Communist Manifesto 
Conklin, Alice and Ian Christopher Fletcher, European Imperialism, 1830-1930. 
Levi, Primo.  Survival in Auschwitz. 
Turabian, Kate L.  A Manual for Writers of Term Papers, Theses, and   

  Dissertations.  Sixth Edition. 
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BLACKBOARD: Most daily readings are available through the class Blackboard site; assume 
that any readings not listed above are available through Blackboard unless noted otherwise.  You 
will want to print a copy out for reference during class discussions. 
 
 
COURSE REQUIREMENTS 
1) This course requires the fulfillment of all class assignments and participation in class 
activities.  Key to fulfilling these requirements is regular class attendance and turning in 
assignments on time.  All overdue assignments will be penalized 1 letter grade per day 
(including weekends and holidays).  In the case of an emergency—serious illness or death of 
family member—arrangements will be made after the student has obtained an excuse from the 
Dean’s Office. 
 
2) Remember that the Emory University Honor Code applies to all work undertaken in this 
course.  Infractions of the Honor Code, especially cheating and plagiarism, will be handled 
with the greatest possible severity.  It is your responsibility to understand the provisions of the 
Code and comply with it: http://www.college.emory.edu/current/standards/honor_code.html. 
 All citations for this class will need to follow the Turabian (also known as the Chicago) 
format, given in Kate L. Turabian, A Manual for Writers, sixth edition. 
 
3) For class discussions, you will need to come to class having read all assignments and prepared 
to discuss the issues they raise; bring the readings and your notes to class with you each day.  
The textbook readings with provide background information for the week’s topics, assist you in 
establishing a basic chronology, and help place the additional readings in their historical context. 
 
4) Pop quizzes will be given throughout the semester.  These will be short quizzes drawn from 
the day’s readings, and will be given at the beginning of class.  There will be no make-up 
quizzes.   
 
5) This course does not fulfill the College Writing requirements.  Writing, however, is an 
important component of the course, and three written papers are required.  These will be graded 
on both content (accuracy, argument and evidence) and writing (grammar, syntax, clarity, 
structure and style).   
 
6) E-Mail Policy and Blackboard Conference: I will be checking e-mail several times a week, but 
not necessarily everyday.  Please do not expect quick replies to all questions.  Note, however, I 
will not accept papers through e-mail or file attachment.  There will also be a Blackboard site 
where I will be posting items of interest to the entire class (including information on extra-credit 
opportunities).  You will want to check Blackboard a few times over the course of a week. 
 
7) Extra-Credit: Throughout the semester, there might be some talks of interest to our class.  I 
will post these on the Blackboard site as extra credit opportunities.  Generally, you will be asked 
to attend the talk and do a brief write-up.  Events and instructions will be posted on Blackboard 
as appropriate. 
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GRADING 
• CLASS PARTICIPATION/QUIZZES 20% 
• MAP TEST       5% (Given 13 September 2006) 
• SCAVENGER HUNT ASSIGNMENT 20% (Due 4 October 2006) 
• SHORT ESSAY    25% (Due 3 November 2006) 
• FINAL PAPER    30% (Due 14 December 2006)  

       100% 
 
 
WEEKLY CALENDAR 

Friday, 1 Sep.  Class Introduction 
 
Week 1: Europe, the World, and Seventeenth Century Crises  

Monday, 4 Sep. NO CLASS: Labor Day Holiday 
 
Wednesday, 6 Sep. Kagan, Chapter 13, “European State Consolidation,” pgs. 416-451 
 
Friday, 8 Sep.  Hobbes, Leviathan, chaps. 13, 17-18 

Kagan, Chapter 14, “New Directions in Thought and Culture,” pgs. 
  462-464 (info on Hobbes) 

  DISCUSS SCAVENGER HUNT PROJECT 
 

NOTE: Friday, 8 September 2006 is last day for add/drop 
 
 
Week 2: Reaction to Crises: Absolutism, Constitutionalism and the Examination of Society 
 Monday, 11 Sep. Locke, selections from Second Treatise Concerning Government 

Kagan, Chapter 14, pgs. 464-466 (info on Locke) 
  

Wednesday, 13 Sept. MAP TEST 
Kagan, Chapter 15, “Society and Economy Under the Old   

  Regime,” pgs. 480-513 
 

Friday, 15 Sept. Kagan, Chapter 14, “New Directions in Thought and Culture,”  
    pgs. 452-479 

 
 
Week 3: Life in the Old Regime 
 Monday, 18 Sept. Molière, The Bourgeois Gentleman 
 

Wednesday, 20 Sept. Molière, The Bourgeois Gentleman 
 

 Friday, 22 Sept. Kagan, Chapter 16, “The Transatlantic Economy, Trade Wars, and  
     Colonial Rebellions,” pgs. 514-549 
    Last Day to Choose Topic for Scavenger Hunt 
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NOTE: Friday, 22 September 2006 at 4:00pm is the last day for L/G-S/U grade changes and 
withdrawls without penalty. 

 
 
Week 4: The Enlightenment and Eighteenth Century Crises 

Monday, 25 Sept. MEET IN WOODRUFF LIBRARY 312 
   Library Research Lesson  
   Turn in (1) Primary Source and (1) Secondary Source for   

     Scavenger Hunt at beginning of class (quiz grade). 
  
 Wednesday, 27 Sept. Kagan, Chapter 17, “The Age of Enlightenment,” pgs. 550-591 

Kant, “What is Enlightenment?” 
 

Friday, 29 Sept. Rousseau, selections from The Social Contract 
 
 
Week 5: The French Revolution 

Monday, 2 Oct. Kagan, Chapter 18, “The French Revolution,” pgs. 592-625   
 

Wednesday, 4 Oct. SCAVENGER HUNT DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS 
Cahier des doléances of the Third Estate, Parish of Saint-Vaast 

   Peasant Grievances of the Parish of Montjoy-Vaufrey 
   Declaration of the Rights of Man and of the Citizen 
 
Friday, 6 Oct. Edmund Burke, selections from Reflections on the Revolution in 

 France;  
Robespierre, “On the Principles of Political Morality” 
DISCUSS SHORT ESSAY PAPER 

 
 
Week 6: Revolution and Reaction: New Ideologies 

Monday, 9 Oct. NO CLASS: Fall Break 
 
Wednesday, 11 Oct. Kagan, Chapter 19, “The Age of Napoleon,” pgs. 626-655  

Kagan, Chapter 20, “The Conservative Order,” pgs. 656-688 
  

Friday, 13 Oct. NO CLASS: Work on Short Essay 
 
 
Week 7: The Springtime of Peoples: Economies, Ideologies, and Revolutions 
 Monday, 16 Oct. Kagan, Chapter 21, “Economic Advance and Social Unrest,” pgs.  
    688-722  
    “Poverty Knock” (song lyrics) 
 

Wednesday, 18 Oct. Adam Smith, selections from The Wealth of Nations 
 
Friday, 20 Oct. Marx and Engels, The Communist Manifesto  
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Week 8: Nationalism and Sciences of Populations and Differences 

Monday, 23 Oct. Kagan, Chapter 22, “The Age of Nation-States,” pgs. 730-759 
   Mazzini, “Duties to Country”  
   Last Day to Get Primary Source Approved for Short Essay Paper 

 
 Wednesday, 25 Oct.  Kagan, Chapter 24, “The Birth of Modern European Thought,”  
     pgs. 797-824 
 
 Friday, 27 Oct. Pearson, selections from National Life from the Standpoint of  
     Science 
    Anne McClintock, “Advertising the Empire,” in Conklin and  
     Fletcher, pgs. 149-156 
 
 
Week 9: The New Publics 

Monday, 30 Oct. Vanessa Schwartz, Spectacular Realities, chapter 2: “Public Visits  
     to the Morgue” 
 
 Wednesday, 1 Nov. Kagan, Chapter 23, “The Building of European Supremacy,” pgs.  
     760-793 
    Kagan, Chapter 24, pgs. 794-796 
 

Friday, 3 Nov.  SHORT ESSAY DUE AT BEGINNING OF CLASS 
   Discussion: Entertainment, Science, Empire and Publics 

 
 
Week 10: Europe and the World: the New Imperialism 

Monday, 6 Nov. Kagan, Chapter 25, pages 826-838; 870-875 
   Conklin and Fletcher, “Introduction,” pgs. 1-9 
   Rosa Luxemburg, “Capitalism Depends on the Non-Capitalist  

     World”, in Conklin and Fletcher, pgs. 29-35 
 
 Wednesday, 8 Nov. Rudyard Kipling, “The White Man’s Burden” 
    Conklin, “The French Republican Civilizing Mission,” both in  
     Conklin and Fletcher, pgs. 58-66  
 
 Friday, 10 Nov. Julia Clancy-Smith, “Saint or Rebel? Resistance in French North  
     Africa,” in Conklin and Fletcher, pgs. 196-204 

George Orwell, “Shooting an Elephant” 
    Discuss Final Paper Assignment 
 
 
Week 11: The Great War and the Autumn of Peoples 

Monday, 13 Nov. Kagan, Chapter 25, “Imperialism, Alliances, and War,” pages 836- 
     869 
    Scheidemann, “The Hour We Yearned For”; Doregelès, “That  
     Fabulous Day” 
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 Wednesday, 15 Nov. John Maynard Keynes, selections from The Economic  
     Consequences of the Peace 
     

Friday, 17 Nov. Arthur Koestler, selections from The God That Failed 
 
 
Week 12: Interwar Crises and the Questioning of Belief 

Monday, 20 Nov. Kagan, chapter 26, “Political Experiments of the 1920s,” pgs.  
     876-905 
 

Wednesday, 22 Nov.  Lenin, selections from What is to Be Done? 
   Mussolini, selections from Fascist Doctrine 

 
Friday, 24 Nov.  NO CLASS: Thanksgiving Holiday 

 
  
Week 13: Totalitarianism, the Second World War, and Victims 

Monday, 27 Nov. Kagan, chapter 27, “Europe and the Great Depression,”  
pgs. 906-938 

 
 Wednesday, 29 Nov. Hitler, selections from Mein Kampf: “Nation and Race” 
    Kagan, chapter 28, “World War II,” pgs. 938-948 and 960-967 
 
 Friday, 1 Dec.  Levi, Survival in Auschwitz, 22-37 (“On the Bottom”); 77-100  
    (“This Side of Good and Evil”); 151-173 (“The Story of Ten  
    Days”) 
 
 
Week 14: The Post-War Order and the Cold War 

Monday, 4 Dec. Kagan, Chapter 29, “The Cold War Era and the Emergence of a  
     New Europe,” pgs. 978-1023 

    
Wednesday, 6 Dec. Churchill, Fulton Speech 
   Khrushchev, selections from Speech at the XXth Party Congress 

 
 Friday, 8 Dec.  Kagan, chapter 30, “The West at the Dawn of the Twenty-First  
     Century,”  pgs 1028-1031 and 1034-1035 
    Mikhail Gorbachev, selection from Perestroika 
    Vaclav Havel, selection from Living in Truth 
 
 
Week 15: Brave New Worlds 

Monday, 11 Dec. Kagan, Chapter 30, “The West at the Dawn of the 21st Century,”  
     pgs. 1024-1052  

        
FINAL PAPER DUE ON THURSDAY, 14 DECEMBER 2006, AT 11:00am IN BOX 

OUTSIDE OFFICE (end of final exam period for this class) 
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HISTORY 202-003: LIBRARY SCAVENGER HUNT 
 

Due: Monday, 27 September 2004, at 2:50pm in box outside office door (Bowden 125) 
 
There are four goals for this assignment: 

1) To improve your familiarity with library research tools and practices; 
2) To clarify the difference between primary and secondary sources; 
3) To give you greater knowledge about one significant event or person drawn from the 

first part of the class; 
4) To help us identify your writing strengths and weaknesses in advance of the longer 

papers due this semester. 
 

Choose one of the items below and track down information on it through resources in the 
library, as if you were planning on doing a research paper on the topic.  Prepare a two-page essay 
that identifies the person or event and, most important, that explains its historical significance.  
Using the format in Turabian, prepare a two-page bibliography for your imaginary research 
paper (we will discuss this more in class).  The bibliography must divide the sources into 
primary and secondary sources.  You should seek out not only resources available at Emory, but 
also those owned at other institutions.  Note, however, that most websites are not valid as 
sources; any websites will need to be approved in advance by me. 
 
 To select your item, reply to the Learnlink message for this assignment so that 
everyone else in the class can see your message.  Only one person can do each item; all 
items are first come, first serve.  Check the preceding messages to make sure that no one 
else has already picked the item you want.  REPLY BY MONDAY, 20 SEPTEMBER 2004.  I 
will update the main list as items are selected. 
 
 The project will consist of three major components, assembled in the following order: 
 

1) A typed, 2-page essay explaining the item and describing its historical significance. 
2) A bibliography that lists both primary and secondary sources.  We will discuss the 

differences between these two kinds of sources in class.  The bibliography should be 
organized as follows (with all entries in Turabian format): 
8-10 Primary Sources (contemporary memoirs, correspondence of major actors in 
events, prints, newspaper articles).  Include the library call numbers if we own the 
sources; indicate the location of those we do not own. 
8-10 Secondary Sources (books—preferably monographs but not textbooks—and 
articles written by historians of the item selected).  Include the library call numbers if 
we own the sources; indicate the location of those we do not own. 

3) A copy of a filled-out electronic Interlibrary Loan (ILL) form for an item that Emory 
does not own.  Print it out to turn in with your assignment, but DO NOT submit it to 
the ILL department for processing. 

 
REMEMBER THAT THE EMORY HONOR CODE IS IN EFFECT 

Note: For this particular assignment, students should feel free to talk with each other concerning 
possible sources for their particular topics. 



Page 2 of 2 

LIST OF SCAVENGER HUNT TOPICS: 
1) Bethlem Royal Hospital, London 
2) Algernon Sidney (1622-1683) 
3) The Complete English Tradesman (1725-1727) 
4) Clapham Sect 
5) Catharine Macauley (1731-1791) 
6) Josiah Wedgwood (1730-1795) 
7) Physiocrats 
8) William Murray, first earl of Mansfield (1705-1793) 
9) Excise Crisis of 1733  
10) John Wilkes (1725-1797) 
11) The Flour War of 1775 
12) The Somerset Case (1772) 
13) Robert Clive (1725-1774) 
14) Arthur Young (1741-1820) 
15) Filippo Michele Buonarroti (1761-1837) 
16) Suzanne Necker 
17) United Irishmen 
18) Sir Robert Sibbald (1641-1718) 
19) William Hogarth (1697-1764) 
20) Gordon Riots 
21) Asiento 
22) Ephraim Chambers, Cyclopaedia (1728) 
23) William Molyneux (1656-1698) 
24) Seline Hastings, the Countess of Huntingdon (1707-1791) 
25) Battle of Culloden (1745) 
26) Christianity Not Mysterious (1696) 
27) Lady Mary Wortley Montagu 
28) Richard Steele (1672-1729) 
29) Bubble Act of 1721  
30) The Horse-Hoing Husbandry (1733) 

 


























